Italiano 601

Structures of Italian
Professor: 





Office hours: 

Hagerty





or by appointment

Telephone: 
E-mail:






Date/Time final exam:
Course description:

Welcome to Italian 601! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) while learning about a particular topic. This course is a linguistic analysis of the grammatical and syntactic structure of the language.  
The first half of this course will focus on the parts of speech, the causative (fare + infinitive), and lasciare + infinitive. The second half of the course will focus on the syntax of Italian, or how the parts of speech are combined to form simple and complex sentences. Students will make syntactic trees of simple sentences and will also explore the syntactic and grammatical structures of hypothetical statements and direct and indirect discourse. Finally, the dialogues in short Italian films will be examined in order to highlight the use of the structures studied as well as some differences between contemporary spoken Italian and the language presented in grammar texts. Many of the grammar points presented are a review of previous material, but the new grammar points that are targeted in this course are: verbs that can be both transitive and intransitive, fare + infinitive and lasciare + infinitive, double object pronouns, and direct and indirect discourse. 
Goals: 

By the end of this course, students will have a complete overview of the grammatical system of Italian and have refined their use of a variety of problematic constructions of spoken Italian.

Required course texts:

· Italian/English or Italian/Italian dictionary

· Sensini, Marcello. 1998. Le parole, le regole, i testi. B: Le regole. Milan: Arnoldo Mondadori Scuola.
· Naddeo, C. M. and A. De Giuli Eds. Camera Obscura, Doom. 2002. Florence: Alma Edizioni.

· Marchegiani Jones, Irene and Francesca Italiano. 1995. Crescendo. Boston: Thomson Heinle. (Also on reserve in the Main Library.)

The following texts are on closed reserve at the Main Library:

· Dardano, Maurizio and Pietro Trifone. 1985. La lingua italiana. Bologna: Zanichelli.

· Guastalla, Carlo. 2002. Giocare con la letteratura. Firenze: Alma Edizioni.

Note: Do not resell Crescendo if you are continuing in Italian. This text will be assigned in all intermediate-level courses and will be a useful text to consult in the advanced courses.

Grading:

· Midterm exam



25%

· Final exam



25%

· Homework



25%

· Oral presentation


15%

· Attendance and Participation

10%


Grading Scale:


  

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	 


Midterm and final exams: Do not miss the exams. You will only be allowed a make-up if you contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed exam without prior notification will count as a zero. Please note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of your final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. You should have no conflicts with exams in other courses.

Homework: Unless otherwise indicated, each assignment is worth 25 points. No late assignments will be accepted. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what was covered and assigned in class and turn in assignments the day you return to class.

Oral presentations (undergraduate students): In groups of two, students will prepare and present a dialogue modeled on the dialogues in the short videos (Doom and Camera obscura) that will be discussed in class. Each presentation will last approximately 10-15 minutes and use the grammatical structures and expressions studied in class. Both students must participate equally in the presentation. All presentations will be graded using the rubric attached to this syllabus.
Oral presentations (graduate students): Graduate students will select one of the following syllabus topics to present to the class: conjunctions and interjections, prepositions, transitive and intransitive verbs, fare + infinitive, lasciare + infinitive, or the present and past conditional. The presentation must be followed by a short comprehension test to identify whether the students have understood the material presented. Presentations will be graded for organization, clarity, and appropriate/correct use of language.
Attendance and participation: Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance, and be ready to participate in class. 

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Daily Syllabus
(Unless otherwise indicated, homework readings and activities are from Sensini.)
Week 1

M Introduction to the course, the nine parts of speech

Homework: Read pp. 128-131, do activities p. 134 Activity 2 (definite articles), p. 139 Activity 2 (indefinite articles), p. 143 Activity 2 (the partitive), Read pp. 150-153, pp. 166 (section 4) – pp. 169 (section 5)

W Articles and nouns

Homework: p. 141 Activity 9 (definite vs. indefinite articles), p. 178 Activity 32 and p. 179 Activity 33 (plurals of nouns), Read pp. 196-202 (top)

F The qualifying adjective, Giocare con la letteratura (Cap. 1)

Homework: p. 209 Activities 16, 19, p. 211 Activity 25, Read pp. 398-404

Week 2

M Giocare con la letteratura (Cap. 1), Adverbs

Homework: p. 407 Activities 3 and 4, Read pp. 253-261
W Object pronouns, double object pronouns
Homework: Worksheet double object pronouns, Giocare con la letteratura p. 35, Read pp. 414-419

F Prepositions

Homework: p. 422 Activity 7, p. 423 Activity 11, Read pp. 427-428 (section 1) and pp. 438-439

Week 3

M Conjunctions and interjections

Homework: Read pp. 292-300

W Verbs: Mood, tense, and aspect

Homework: p. 303 Activity 10 (tense), p. 304 Activities 13 and 14 (tense and aspect), read Crescendo the present and past conditional pp. 161-164
F Verbs: (Mood) the present and past conditional
Homework: Read pp. 336-337, Read: Crescendo pp. 480-485
Week 4

M Transitive and intransitive verbs

Homework: p. 351 Activity 11, p. 349 Activity 6

W Fare + infinitive and lasciare + infinitive

Homework: Crescendo pp. 482-482 activities A, B, pp. 485-486 activities A, B

F Fare + infinitive and lasciare + infinitive, Review for the exam

Week 5

M Midterm exam
Homework: Read pp. 442-447, 550-553

W The simple sentence 

Homework: p. 448 Activity 6, p. 449 Activities 9, 10, Read Dardano e Trifone pp. 103-105

F Syntactic trees

Homework: draw the syntactic trees for 10 simple sentences provided by the instructor,
Read pp. 546-548

Week 6

M Syntactic trees, the complex sentence

Homework: p. 544 Activity 2, Read pp. 557-568

W The complex sentence: Coordination and subordination
Homework: p. 560 Activity 2 and p. 571 Activity 4, read pp. 595-596, Crescendo pp. 315-317
F The complex sentence: Coordination and subordination, Hypothetical statements

Homework: Hypothetical statements
Week 7

M Hypothetical statements
Homework: Read pp. 608-610, Crescendo pp. 381-386
W Direct and indirect discourse

Homework: Crescendo p. 386 Activity A

F Direct and indirect discourse

Homework: Crescendo p. 387 Activities B, C, do Giocare con la letteratura Chapter 13 p. 132-133
Week 8

M Giocare con la letteratura Chapter 13
Homework: Giocare con la letteratura Chapter 13 p. 136 activity 6, p. 137 activity 8
W Giocare con la letteratura Chapter 13 p. 138 activity 9, Introduction to Camera obscura
Homework: Camera obscura read dialogue pp. 16-20, pp. 4-8 activities 1-4, 7
F Video: Camera obscura (linguistic analysis)
Homework: Summary using indirect discourse (250 words)
Week 9

M Writing workshop, Video: Doom 
Homework: Doom p. 25 Activity 2, p. 26 Activity 3, p. 27 Activity 4
W Video: Doom (linguistic analysis)

Homework: Summary using indirect discourse (250 words)
F Writing workshop, Prepare oral presentation

Week 10

M Undergraduate presentations

W Undergraduate presentations

F Undergraduate presentations and review for the final

French/Italian Evaluation of oral work       Name:________________   Grade:______

Amount of language used 
     A   
Student communicates significantly more than required to fulfill the task.

     B   
Student communicates more than required to fulfill the task.

     C   
Student communicates an adequate amount to fulfill the task.

     D   
Student communicates, but amount is less than adequate.

     F   
There is not enough speech to evaluate.

Fluency/Fluidity 
     A   
Speech is smooth and flowing.  No hesitation or rephrasing.

     B   
Speech is smooth for the most part.  Occasional hesitancy.  Some rephrasing.

     C   
Speech is generally hesitant and often choppy.

     D   
Speech is extremely hesitant and choppy.  Frequent pauses and/or unfinished 

            phrases.

     F   
Speech is limited to isolated words or short phrases.  No fluidity whatsoever.

Pronunciation 
     A    No or very little mispronunciation that interferes with comprehension.

     B    Mispronunciation rarely results in misunderstanding.

     C    Several mispronunciations resulting in some confusion and 




misunderstanding.

     D   
Frequent mispronunciation resulting in consistent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Mispronunciation makes comprehension impossible.

Vocabulary 

     A   
Student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriately.

     B   
Student uses a fairly wide range of vocabulary, most of which is used 

            appropriately.

     C   
Student uses an adequate range of vocabulary, but sometimes 



inappropriately.

     D   
Student uses a very limited range of vocabulary and often inappropriately.

     F   
Student shows no command of vocabulary.

Grammar 

     A   
No or few grammatical errors.

     B   
Some grammatical errors that do not result in misunderstanding.

     C   
Several grammatical errors resulting in occasional misunderstanding.

     D   
Many grammatical errors resulting in frequent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Grammatical errors so frequent that communication is totally impeded.

Prepared role play/skits

     A   
Exchange is very well connected and clear with no hesitations.

     B   
Exchange is well connected with very few hesitations.

     C   
Exchange is somewhat choppy due to misunderstandings between 



participants.

     D   
Exchange is unconnected and extremely choppy due to misunderstandings 

between participants.

     F   
Student is unable to maintain her/his end of dialogue.  Totally unconnected.

Prepared Presentation
     A   
Presentation is well organized and content is covered in depth with elaboration 

            and detail.

     B   
Presentation is fairly well organized and content is covered in sufficient depth.

     C   
Presentation is somewhat organized and content is mostly covered adequately.

     D   
Presentation lacks organization and does not cover many significant aspects of


the topic.
     F   
Presentation is disorganized and misses most significant aspects of the topic.
